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Prioritization of areas has become a crucial aspect of environmental conservation. 
Prioritization of areas for conservation reviews areas with the best representation of 
biodiversity so that conservation efforts, and especially the scarce conservation money, can 
be targeted for effective and feasible environmental conservation. This is even so when 
human-induced environmental disturbances and threats such as deforestation, logging, 
pollutions, forest fire, flood, and poaching are intensifying rapidly over the years exerting 
overwhelming pressure on the environment. For instance, the coverage of undisturbed 
forest (lowland and highland Dipterocarp forest) in Sabah has dropped 85.25% from 1975 to 
1992 (Ministry of Science, Technology and the Environment, Malaysia, 1997). These 
disturbances and threats have direct link with anthropogenic activities for economic gains 
like agriculture (Ooi, 1993), industrialization and housing. Consequently, the competition for 
land between materialistic development and conservation stiffens. Sacrifice of the former for 
the latter and vice versa are unrealistic. Thus, compromise is inevitable; prioritization of 
areas for conservation has become important. 
 Prioritization of areas for conservation requires an analytical tool, biodiversity value, 
selected site, and selected organism group. On top of that, integrated effort is also 
imperative in the prioritization of areas for conservation knowing that the process needs 
